
 
 

Title: Genealogy Club 

Judges Assessment: Level 5 

The Judges comments: 

Angie Adams wrote: 

An interesting film with an original story concept.  This kept me engaged through its stylistic content and good 

story. 

I have a few questions / areas for improvement - 

I'm assuming it was a style decision for his clothes to be too small? 

Sound: I would have been happier with a deader reverb on the voice over recording, but incidental music was 

sympathetic to the story.  There was some nice framing and stylistic set-up. 

Nice original story and a good length.  Not sure you need the ripple effects to indicate passing through to the 

other realm, but that's a style decision rather than a technical criticism. 

Alan Colegrave ARPS BPE FACI wrote: 

This was an interesting and thought provoking drama. I am afraid the car crash (off camera) scene did not work 

for me. Maybe it was meant to be a flashback. I found the VO at the start a little long but there was a variation 

of shots. 

Tim Stannard AACI wrote: 

The outcome of this story is never in doubt from the moment the car crash is implied - indeed the film could 

be an opening for a much longer film set in the afterlife - but it is the style in which the story is told that is this 

films great strength.  

The slightly unusual opening sequence from ECU to extreme wide accompanied by the monologue and 

mournful piano music and park noises is a very effective way of showing the protagonist's isolation. There's an 

abundance of housing, and therefore, one assumes, people, but a vast open field between them and the man 

and this emphases his separation from society. This is good use of the medium. 

The first clue that this isn't going to be a straightforward drama comes with the surreal effect of the car crash. 

The amusing line to camera, "trouble for somebody", line attempts to wrong foot us, but not for long. (This "to 

camera" line also acts as a device which helps create empathy with Tom) 

Camerawork throughout is of a high standard. Whilst special effects are used in the film, they aren't over-used 

which is the downfall of many "ghost" type movies.  

The conversation between Simon and Tom is well handled but slightly marred by the reverb in the room. The 

reverb itself is appropriate, but where lines have been edited together it sometimes cuts off leaving a sudden 

silence. An error appears to have slipped through the net in this scene as all the sound is in the left channel 

only. 

The fast cut recollection/realisation of the car crash is very well handled, and the ending fade out on "Come 

and meet your family" provides a suitable finish (or beginning of the main feature!). 

 

  



  

Grade Definitions 

Level 5  
An excellent production demonstrating high levels of creative and technical ability. It will be appealing to the audience 
and all round very satisfying to watch 
 
Level 4  
The film maker will have demonstrated a good grasp of the art of cinematography and have told a good story. Technically 
it will be very good although there may be occasional minor lapses which let it down. 
 
Level 3  
Films at this level show a reasonable level of competency but lack sufficient creativity and/or technique. Attention to 
detail within editing, such as loose cutting, poor continuity or variable sound quality/mixing may occasionally be an issue.   
 
Level 2  
The film maker is on a learning curve and whilst some techniques are demonstrated others have yet to be fully developed. 
Work in progress, but on the way. 
 
Level 1  
There is much to learn and the basic skills have yet to be applied - the viewers interest is unlikely to be maintained for 
very long. 

 


